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LESSON

(By E. O, SELLERS, Direotor of Evening
Department, The Moody Bible Inatitute,
Chleagod

LESSON FOR JUNE 22

BLINDING EFFECT OF SIN,

LESSON TEXT-—Amos f:1-K
GOLDEN TEXT-—"8wk good,
evil, that ye may lve' Amos §

nnd not
4

Amos was the third of the minor
prophets and prophesied eoncerning
Israel In the days of Uzziah, king of
Judah, about 0 B, ¢. His name
mepng “burden” und his prophecy re-
veale a gore one, Though oulwardly
progperous, and victorlous upon the
battlefleld, Indeed Israel's “golden
age,” yat this prophet reveals that it
was an age of lend as well, for he
shows that associnted with politieal
and material prosperity was a4 gross
moral corruption; even as was the
cage in the declining days of the Ro-
man Empire and as was the state of
France just preceding the days of the
French Revolution, This is certainly
a legson for our day. Blessed as we
have been so abundantly, we need to
pause and examine the framework of
our political and moral lite,

God's Proclamation,

“*Won to them that are at ease In
Zion" (verge 1). What an Indietment,
nnd of how many can this be sald in
this present day. The state of lsrael
spoken of by Amos has come down
through the ages, Ws must not, of
course, suppose that all were in that
state, but rather the majority, Any-
one at all interested or familiar with
pregent-day church life knows how
few are concerned with the fundamen-
tal work of the church, viz, seeking
to save the lost. Not only our indiffer-
ence to those of heathenism but of our
nelghbors and companions. How much
are we concerned with the groans and
the ory of Intemperance except per-
hap. to shed a few crocodile tears
and stralghtway forget? But God by
the mouth of the prophet proclaims
“Woe." We are not called to "ease”
but to work, not alone to enjoy but
to sufier, Tim, 2:12. If we are to
esecape the woe we must bestir our-
splves and not be at emse. This of
course referg to the war being waged
against evil and not to any matter of
our personal snlvation, Phil. 46, TR.V,
“ Pat, 65;7. This is the ease of indif-
ference to God's honor and the perll
of men out of Christ.

The prophet then points to the na-
tions that bordered about (verse 2)
and warns them that like as they had
come and gone, risen to eminence and
power and sunken to obscurity and de-
cay, 80 also will Israel unless it bestir
{igelf. America s strong and proud
but 18 just as weak as those that have
gone before, We could not stand
halfslave and hall-free,” no more can
we stand half-intoxicated and half.
sober, We may seek to put off the
avil day (verse 3) but whatsoever we
sow that shall we algo reap, Gal. 6:7.
Ierael relied upon the fortified moun-
tains round about, only to find later
such support to be a broken reed, for
the day of reckoning came (9:10)
Binners scoff at warning, hell I8 a
myth, judgment and death a long way
off, 2 Pet. 3:4. Governments put off
the proper course of action for politi-
cal reasons and the people perish.
Witness intemperance in America,
opium (due to England's perfidity) in
China, and slavery in Afriea. Can God
be a righteous God and overlook these
thinge? “Where there 18 no vislon
(knowledee of the need and the re-
gources at our command) the people
perish,” e, g., throw off restraint R, V.,
Prov, 29:18. Lacking a vision, nations,
familles and individuals slike perish.
Rather than to fece the issue (versed)
we glve ourselves to ease and to
the enjoyn.ents of the sensual na-
ture. “Pecause sentence against the
evil work Is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of men
fa fully set in them to do evil” Hoel.
8:11; and so to the chant of music
(verse L) they drink bowls of wine
{verse ) and anolnt themeselves with
choice ointments but are not con-
carnad about the afiliction of Joseph,

. & the chosen ones of God,

Display of Wealth.

Here we bave a terrific Indictment.
These people abounded in “superflui-
tlies" (mnrg.) suggesting something
of the lavish display of wealth we are
constantly beholding, each seeking to
outvie the other, whereas God i call-
fng the Christian to = life of slmp!le-
ity as the price of power. The intem-
perate way some professed Christlans
load up with diamonds, the stroining
to attract attentlion by means of dress,
ad well as other forms of display, de-
mands that we pauee and ask what
will bo the outcowe, let alone tha ef-
fect upon the Kingdom. Bee I Peter

4:8, 4; T Tim, 2:9, 10; Luke 8:24, 25;
Matt. 16:24.
“Therefore” (verse 7). “Back of

every eflect is an adequate cause."
Back of the fall of Babylon was a cor-
rupt court, buck of the fall of Rome
uwn enervated, morally emancipated
people; back of the fall of Jerusalem
n disobedient race who trespassed
on¢e too often.

In bringing this lesson before our
younger scholars we can tell the story
of Ierael's outward prosperity and call
attention to the fact that lke the tall
oak, If ite heart 18 rotten, it will fall
and decay, Emphasize various other
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Creditor—I would like to know when
you are golng to pay this bill; I can't
come here every day In the week.

Debtor—What day would suit you
best ¢

s of Intemperance, In apeech, Creditor—Saturday.
:"::u‘ wealth, tobacoo, eta, Debtor—Very well ; then you can call
every Saturday.—London Opinion.
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The Eagle’s Call

He Answered It and the
Call of Honor

By CLARISSA MACKIE
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It promised to be apolber bllstering
day. und s0 John Forrest nroge o the
early dawn and eojoyed his.culd tib o
the blghting presemnce of the disnp
proving buth boy. Lnter. clnd in spot
less white. bhe ate his breakfast in Uhe
cool shade of the north verandu,

The frst ruys of the rising sun wert
gildiog the top of the compound wal
when the gate opened noistly wod od
witted a Chinese in the Hvery of (e
consulate servants. He wpproached
and dellvered s parcel into Forrest's
outstretehed hand

Forrest welghed the long, flat pack
age In his pnlm for a thoughtful wo
ment. Every time he recelved an un
expected letter or parcel be was con
gtlous of n throb of expectation th
he was to be called buck to prove his
mettle. Something bhod bonppened sev
eral yenrs ango, when be bad been i
the war depoartment, that resuited
his resignation and Immediate depar
ture for u forelgn country, It was the
matter of n peglected duty which ter
minuted io the joss to the depurtment
of 850000, Forrest was young in thosi
days, and his Virginian hot blood wa
] more engrossed in the scattering ol
wild onts than in the careful execution
of his duties

The chiof of the department hao
been a friend of his dead father's anc
he had talked to John
parent might have done. *l can't save
, You from the consequencecs of

carelessness, my boy.” he hnd sald sad

Iy. "Noone but yourself cun do thut
p and it may take years to re-esthblisk)

confidence ln your ability. You bettes
accept that clerkshlp with my broth.
er's banking bouse in Shanghal ane
| some doy when you can make good
| come home aguin.'

“1 don't like the ldea of belog bnn
| fshed,” muttered John sullenly. “Can’t
I work and pay back the money? Or i
the government lost that sum through
my carelessness perhaps | might be
able to save a loss some (ime "

The older man brought the palm of
bis hand to the table with a sharp
smack. *“Some day, not now, John!
You go abend and take this berth In
Shanghai, and 1 give you my word of
bonor that If ever | see the opportunity
whereby youn enn step in and make
good on that mistake of yours I'll gend
youn n message.  Becaose of my posl
tlon T enonot write yon or commit my-
self in any way, but yon will ander-
stand whben Lhe message comes that
your country needs vour services ani
that your opportunity to make good
bas come at lnst. Have patience and
waltr."”

“"Very good, gir.”" John Forrest leap-
ed to his feet with a new lght in his
young eves. "1l andl next week on the
Cathay from San Franciseo, Yon won't
forget to send for me, gir?’

“On wmy hooor. Joho, and sou will
leave evervthing and come, my bov?"

youl

Involuntarily John ralsed bis right
band as he spoke gravely. 1 will
come whenever yoo ecall, sie™  And so

it was settled,

That had nll bappened years hefore, |
and still Joho Forrest was walting for
the call of his country to mnke restitu-
tlon to her for the amount which had
been lost. In the meantime, sobered
by his bitter experience In the eapitnl
of his country, he had worked night
and day at his new situntion In Shung-
hal. [o that gay clty on the T1wangpn
river there were many opportunities
for money making, and John Forrest

some day be a finonclal power In the
great treaty port of the enst when this
hot summer morning the
came.

He knew ns sonn

message

as he had opened
the package. All the hox rontained
was a long bronze fenther from the
pinlon of an eangle and a brief serawl
on a slip of paper, *The engle ealls.”

Then enme n moment of temptation
to the man He koew that very day
a steamer sailed for San Fraoelseo
If he missed sulling today It meant
that his jonrney wounld be delayed for
three days. If be did sall today large
Interests which had occupled his mind
Intely and which wounld come to a cli-
max today wonld go to the wall for
Inck of his manipulation. If he could
have only one more duy here bis fu-
ture afinence wonld be assured. His
golog today meaot financlal ruln,

All at vnre he seemed to see the lux.
urfous equipment of the ehief's private
affice and heard nls own volce saying
earpestly. 1 will come whenever you
call, sir™ Hia tilted chalr crashed to
the foor. nnd be sent servants fAying
in a dozen diffvrent directlions.

A brief note to one of his partners
conveyed the informntion that he was
summousd home nt once aond that the
| deal must be put throngh without him
it possible. Ho Inclosed a power of ni-
torney and thous washed hls hands of
the matter. An honr later found bim
swaying recklessly nlong the Bubbling
Well road in a ricksha, aod he galo-
ed the long whart just in time to cateh
the tug that was conveying s last load
of passengers to the steamer lying out
in the mouth of the river several miles
below the clty

The morning be arrived in Washing

|
Forrest as @

was beginning to see where he might

ton he telephoned to his old chief from
the hotel where he was stopping,

“1 am here,” was hix hrief report

“Good bhoy., John! | will enll on yon
this eveniug a1 ® o'clock™

It was n short story sd soon told
Somebody had stolen ans aidd inpor
tant documents from the war offlee
and the secrel service men were vomb
Ing the countey for the thief, While it
was out of order for thile combssion

w be plivesd i the hmnds of ao ot
plder, the ohiel el watited 19 give
Forrest the chsrtes 1o tedewm himself
nnd ot the same thme e knew iF the

FOung inn was sticee=sfil 1ot breach
of redd Inpwelsm wontd he forglven be-
canse of Forvest's Tormer conoection
with the omliee aid the anbinpey ciregm
stinces of Lils disnissnl

“T'I glve you the snine clew thint the
others nnve The pupers are supposed
to hinve been thken by a small, dork
man who ind been hunging around the
bullding for several weeks. He was
traced, the morning following the theft.
to the raflroad srtation, where he bought
a ticket for New Orleans, At that city
it was learned that he had bought a
ticket for some station forther along
the lne, bnt under what name It = not
known. The mnn s supposed to have
been employed hy somebody—it's for
you to discover, John—=nnd even If you
find him you may not be able to get
track of the Instigntors of the theft
The ather fellows have eight weeks the
start of you. 1 couldn’t cable, or |
would have done =0 Now, go It)"”

Ho John Forvest started on his quest
to redesin his reputntion
was ns thaorough as It could he mnde
and be found gennine satisfaction In
the knowledge that be bod learoed
more about his suspected wan thin
had bis brother sleuths

First he learned that the small,
suspect bud been seen with »
punion of the sawe cowplexlon, but ot
stonter build. ‘This mao had oot ac
companied the first mnn on his fAight
through the south. but Forrest learoed
that the stout mnn had tnken poassage
on o stenmer salling from New York
for Havans, from whence be hnd sailed
to n Mexican port. All this investiga.
tion took weeks of valuable time,
once settled on the trall
Corta. the stout muan. for Forrest hnd
even lenrned the man's nome, the |
American’s pursnit was unflagging un-
Pt nt dest it termiouted in o small vil
Inge in the henrt of the Blerrn des Blas
mountains

Inn there wus none,
wore Americ
peered  Insolently  at Forrest
around  sdobe  Lots or  from
awinglng banmmocks under the

dark
com

and Decnnse
clothing dark

be
in

from
Inzlly

trees. 1Y Corta tind not moved on the
mun would soon be appcised of the
Awerlean's preseoce there and, taking

alarm, would be nway.
found quarters in the
loge wuter earrier, and the
vendor of the precions fuid is always o
| notorious gassip he soon learned where
Corta might be found In 8 broken
wixtnre of Spanish, Indian and here
| and there an English word or & graph
] fe gesture Forvest commupiented with
the water currier. The generons snmn of
money he thrast Into the hrown hand
mude the man his sinve

The moon was setting over the shoul
der of the highest mountoin when the
witer corrier slipped back throngh the
thorny nudergrowth and motioned the
American to throngh Forrest
pressed forward and saw In the llght
of a lantern three men. The Hrst ane
swered the desoriptlon of the small
dark man who had been traced to
New Orlenns; the gecond econld be no
other than Manne! Corta. who held a
package wrapped In oilskin covering
The Identity of the third man canswed
him to gasp for breath

Forrest fnally

nhechilse

juias

Tnall and thin, his white fare showing |

strained and haggard In the Haht, was
' the nephew of his old ohiel in the de-
I partmment Blake Finlay and he hod |
been chums o the old days before For-
| rest hond made his mistake. Whot was
"Pinlay dolng here? Was he not confi-
dential secretary to his anele?  For-
henrt sank If Finlay's qnest
wns the <me a8 his own he had falled
In his gquest, the eagle's eall had been
in voln. nnd Forrest might never hnvp
another opportnnity to redeem Limself,

But now the lond and angry words
of the men fell on his ears, nod he was
eonselonyg that the Ameriean bad grasp-
il the package and hidden it In his
oont while the dnrk men were ex-
postilating

“You hnve tricked us!™
min Corta
and secnred the docnments for ns, and
now that we have made rendezvons
and are only walting to dellver them to
the general and recelve the reward yvon
bave tracked us down and want your
papers back! Coward!” He drew a
kunife and lesaped at Kinlay, and bis
rompanion sprang to his ald

resl's

sputtered the

the knlfe spinning out of one mnrder-
ous hand, while the second report was
followed by n wvell of rage from the
small man and lustant retreat. Blake
Finlay leaned against a tree and star-
ed at his rescuoer
“You ought to be John Forrest,” he
sald thickly  “If you have heard what
this man snva you wunderstand the
sltuation I've got the papers back
agaln, and 1 hope that will wipe out
the offense. 1| vao fix It 80 they will
appear to have been mislald; but, by
heaven, Forrest, It wns o parrow shave
for me! | must have been erary to
have yielded to thelr suggestions™
Forrest's hopes sank.  The papers
wonld go back to Washington and the
Bottom would drop out of the mys-
tery. The detectives wonld bhe recall-
ed. and there wounld be no opportunity
for Forrest to redeem his reputation,
There was only ane thing to do—to
write to the chief that he had falled
in his quoest and to return to China
and once more awalt the eagle’s call
And be went.
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“You necepted our bribe |-

It was Forrest's quick shot that sent |
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Mrs, Hester Hoit and her guests iR Rutis B # NERL_RUBIES -
" . spectacular but safe Wasiingron
spent last Thursiday at the Caves and Star
I\'ls‘.lmd relatives at Centerfleld and =~
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is visitlog her pareuts, U. 5. Stevens
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Rev. Milner and wife dined at 1he
(home of Emma Bussey, recently.
Miss Helen Rowe, who spent the
winter with hier aunt, Mre, Luther
Hill, at Whittier, Cal,, has returned
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INDIGESTION, CONSTIPATION,
' RHEUMATISM,
BLOOD OR SKIN DISEASE

arizing from a disordered stomach, bowels,
liver or kidneys which

“SEVEN BARKS”

will not materially benafit, or permanentl
cure ; this bas been proven for the past 4
years, ‘' Ask your pareuts, or weighbors,
| about SEVEN l»\l[ﬁ- as thousands have
testified to its merits. Don't delsy to geta
60 cent bottle at your druggist, and start
r yoursslf on the road to complate recovery,
LYMAN BROWN, 65 Murray 54, Nen Jerk, N,




